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S?EBCH OF MR. CAUIOF. OP . C,
ON THE SLAVERY CESTION.

DtHrrrrd in tht Senate of the Unite States, March 4n, 1850.

I have, Senators, believed frr tb first that the agitation
of the subject of. slavery weald, if not prevented by tome
UOacty and effective mosaure, end in disunion. Entertaining
Urtj opinion, 1 have, en all prefer occasions, endeavoured tova .t) attention .of bth of tbe two groat parties which di-
vide the country, to adopt tonra measures to prevent ao great
a disaster, but without success. The agitation has boon per-
mitted to proceed. With almost no attempt to resist it, until
it has reached a period ben it can no longer be disguised or
that the Union is in danger. You have thus forced upon you
tit greatest and the graveit question that can ever come tin-
der your considerKtitm How can the Union be preserved t

To sire a satisfactory answer to thia tniehtv Question, it is

"4

consequence is to exciuue tne,cu ;;r;

I?
t
1

n

it

V

. ... I t 11 t .. t.IA, to exclude then it nrnnoses m ravw.r itf n MininulliTtM Mexican treaty.--

uTw iTkn the, f'mot proviso, and h cominitUd itsell rj .j
yv.,i4 tr naa innnuin - im aiiuuaiiiiuu a vwv

era S ates hold to be unconstitutional,
t

unjust,
TTmVn
inconsistent

aant
with their equal, y as memper. o "U
caicuu r W :Z:rtUJ to what.
the two sections 1 hesej bjeions equauy --irv
for brevity, I nTCe

There is no difference bctwm it Wilmot, except

in the.moae.. , lt --oe9- n IKI.LBr IU I II I II II LUD 1CHnr. u . -- - . - claims foru.Vi. .v:i imhIt hniriiv td tinctly. It
nniipoweTover the Territories, ard proposesV"uongress - .

to assert it over no lemtories acquu -
zrn i,;K;t;, r ukronr. riot so the Executive provi

indirect in order to . eluder theSo It takes an .rvir:;--':- - ,,,:. . unitedWF4 IE sJitb .it denies, by impli- -in "'",1,1. fw uv fto.legioiuiv
belonging exclusively to

t i. r k TmmLnAn. Knt to effect the oDject Oi

eluding the South, it takes care, in the mean time, to let in
. . f xv- - XT l Ct.lo. an.A oil nf her .inar.emigrants ireeiy irom tne nuiwiwu - , -

ters except from the South, which it takes special care to
ilnde bv holding up to them the danger of having their
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But the Executive proviso is more objectionable than the
Wilmot, in another and more importat particular. The
latter, to effect its object, inflicts a dangerous wound upon
tha onnoiitntion. bv depriving the Southern States, as
joint partners and owners of the territories, of their rights in
them ; OUt It inniCIS no greater wuuuu tunu is hhvi.v
cessary to effect its object. The former, on the contrary,
while it inflicts the same wound, inflicts others equally great,
and, if possible, greater as 1 shall next proceea to expam

instead of Con--
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gress, to legislate for the territories, in the uewun prow- -
i -- .. thnt tVm imrK (rntxmvr the territories IS vested

SO, ll 93Uiiii;a vuv owivivip-..- ; , '
s hn former : or to express lt in the language used in a re
solution offered by one of the Senators from Texas, (Gen.
Houston, now absent,) they have " the same inherent ngui
of as the people in the Estates. j. ne as-

sumption is utterly unfounded, unconstitutional, without ex--

ample, and contrary to the ent ire practice of the government,
from its commencement to tho present time, as I shall pro--

ceedtoehow. .
The recent movements of individuals in California to lorm

a constitution and State government, and to appoint fcena--
tors and Representatives is the first fruit of this monstrous
assumption. If the individuals, who made this movement,
had gone into California as adventurers and if, as such they
had conquered the territory and established their lndepen--
dence, the sovereignty of the country would have been veitcd
in them, as a separate and independent community. In that
case, they would have had the right to form a constitution,
and to establish a government for themselves ; and if, after-
wards, they thought proper to apply to Congress for admis-
sion into the Union as a sovereign and independent State, all
this would have been regular ana accoraing to esiaDiisneu
principles. But such is not thecr se. It was the United States
who conquered California and finally acquired it by treaty.
The sovereignty, of course, is invested in them, and not in
the individuals who have attempted to form a constitution
and a State, without their consent. All this is clear, beyond
controversy, unless it can be shown that they have since lost
or been divested of their sovereignty.

Nor is it less clear, that the power of legislating over the
acquired territory is vested in Congress, and not, as is as-

sumed, in the inhabitants of the territories. None can deny
that the government of the United States have the power to
acquire territories, either by war or treaty ; but if the power
to acquire exists, it belongs to Congress to carry it into ex-

ecution. On this point there can be no doubt, for the consti-
tution expressly provides, that Congress shall have power
' to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper to

carry into execution the foregoing powers," (those vested in
Congress,) " and all other powers vested by ' his constitution
in the government of the United States, or in any department
or office thereof." It matters not, then, where the power
is vested ; for, if vested at all in the government of tho Unit-
ed States, or any of its departments, or officers, the power of
carrying it into execution is clearly vested in Congress. But
this important provision, while it gives to Congress the power
of legislating over territories, imposses important restrictions
on its exercise, by restricting Congress to passing laws ay

and proper for carrying the power into execution.
The prohibition extends, not only to all Iaw3 not suitable or
appropriate to the object of the power, but also to all that are
unjust, unequal, or unfair, for all such laws would be unne-ncssa- ry

and improper, and, therefore, unconst itutional.
Having now established, bevond controversy, that the

sovereignty over the territories is vested in the United
States that is in the several States composing the Union ;
and that the power of legislating over them is expressly
vested in Congress, it follows that the individuals in Cali-
fornia who have undertaken to form a constitution and a
State, and to exercise the power of legislating without the
consent of Congress, have usurped the sovereignty of the
State and the authority of Congress, and have acted in open
defiance of both. In other words, what they have done is
revolutionary and rebellious in its character, anarchical in its
tendency, and calculated to lead to the most dangerous

Had they acted from premeditation and de-

sign, it would have been, in fact, actual rebellion ; but
Buch is not the case. The blame lies much less upon them
than upon those who have induced them to take a course so
unconstitutional and dangerous. They have been led into it
by langauge held here, and the course pursued by the exec-
utive branch of the government.

I have not seen the answer of the Executive to the calls
made by the two Houses of Congress for information as to
tho course which it took, or the part which it acted, in re-

ference to what was done in California. I understand the
answers have not vet been printed. But there is enough
known to justify the assertion, thai those who profess to
represent and act under the authority of the Executive,
have advised, aided, and eucourged the movement, which
terminated in forming, what they call the Constitution and a
State. General Riley, who professed to act as civil Gover-
nor, called the Couvention, determined on the number and
distribution of the delegates, appointed the time and place
ol its meeting, was present during the session, and gave its
proceedings his approbation and sanction. If he acted with-
out authority, he ought to have been tried, or at least repri-
manded and disavowed. Neither having been done, the
presumption is, that his course has been approved. This of
itself is sufficient to identify the Executive with his acts,
and to make it responsible for them. I touch not the ques
tion, whether General Kiley was appointed or received the
instructions under which he professed to act from the pres-
ent Executive orits predecessor. If from the former, it would
implicate the preceding as well as tho present Administra
tion. If not, the responsibility rests exclusively on the
present.

Jt is manifest from this statement, that the Executive
Department has undertaken to perform acts preparatory to
the meeting of the individuals to form their so-call- con
stitution and government, which appertain exclusively to
Congress. Indeed, they are identical in many respects,
witn tne provisions adopted by uongress, wnen it gives
permission to a territory to form a constitution and govern-
ment, in order to be admitted as a State into the Union.

Having now shown that the assumption upon which the
Executive and the individuals in California acted through
out this whole affair, is unfounded, unconstitutional, and
dangerous, it remains to make a few remarks, in ordtr to
show that what has been done is contrary to the entire
practice of the government from its commencement to the
present time.

From its commencement until the time that Michigan
was admitted, the practice was uniform. Territorial gov-
ernments were first organized by Congress. The govern-
ment of the United States appointed the Governors, Judg-
es. Secretaries, Marshals, and other officers, and the inhabi-
tants of the territory were represented by legislative bodies,
whose acts were subject to the revisions of Congress.
This state of things continued until the government of a
territory applied to Congress to permit its inhabitants to
form a constitution and government, preparatory to admis-
sion into the Union. The preliminary act to giving per-
mission was, to ascertain whether the inhabitants were suf
ficiently numerous to authorize them to be formed into a
State.. This was done by taking a census. That being
done, and the number provin sumcient, permission was.I 1

i grameu.
The act granting it, fixed all the preliminaries-th- e time

and place of holding the convention ; the qualification,
of the voters ; establishment oi its boundaries, and all oth-
er measures necessary to be settled previous to admission.
The act giving permission necessarily withdraws the sover-
eignty of the United States, and leaves the inhabitants of
the incipient State na free to form their constitution
and government, ae were" the original States of the Union
after they had declared their independence. At this stage,
the inhabitants of the territory became for the first time a
people, in legal and constitutional language. Prior to
this, they were, by the old acts of Congress, called inhabi-
tants, and not people. All this is perfectly consistent with
the sovereignty of the United States, with the powers of
Congress, and with the right of a people to self govern-
ment.

Michigan was the first casein which there was any de-

parture from the uniform rule of acting. Hera was a very
alight departure from established usage. The ordinance of
'87 secured to her the right of becoming a State, when she
should have 60,000 inhabitants. Owing to some neglect,
Congress delayed taking the census. In the meantime her
population increased, untilit clearly exceeded more than
twice the number which entitled' her to admission. At
this stage she formed a constitution and government with-
out the census being taken by the United States, and Con-
gress waived the omission, as there was no doubt she had
more than sufficient number to entitle her to admission.
She was not admitted at the first session she applied, owing
to some difficulty respecting the boundary between her and
Ohio. The great irregularity, as to admission, took place at
the next session, but on a point which can have no pos-
sible connexion with the case of Californta.

The irregularities in all other cases that have since oc-

curred are of a similar nature. In all, there existed territo-
rial governments established by Congress, with officers ap-

pointed by the United States. In all, the territorial govern-
ment took the lead in cat ling conventions, and fixing pre-
liminaries preparatory to the formation of a constitution
and admission into the Union. They all recognized the
sovereignty of the United States, and the authority of Con-
gress over the territories ; and wherever there was any
departure from established usages, it was done on the pre-
sumed consent of Congress, and not in defiance of its au-

thority, or the sovereignty of the United States over the ter-
ritories. In this respect California stands alone, without
usage or a single example to cover her case.

It belongs, now, Senators, for you to decide what part
you will act in reference to thia unprecedented transaction.
The Executive haa laid the paper purporting to be the con
stitution of California before you, and asks you to admit
her into the Union aa a State; and the question is, will
you or will you not admit her. It is a grave question, and
there rests upon you a heavy responsibility. Much, very
much will depend upon your decision. If yoa admit her.

l you endorse and give your sanction to all that bag been

and to prevent the admission of any State hereafter into the
ITninn which, bv It rnniititiitinn. does not prohibit Slavery.

ia invoked to do all this expressly With the
. i i t i v vta Thai. ta I
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been avowed to be the ultimate object from the beginning, of I a.

the agitation until the present time ; and yet tne great oouy
of both parties of the North, with the full knowledge of the
fact, although disavowing the abolitionists, have
with them in almost all their measures

Such ia a brief history of tho agitation, as far as it has yet
advanced. Now I askSenators, what is there to prevent its
further progress, untU it fulfils tho ultimate end proposed.
unless wme-decisiv-

e

.
measure should be adopted to prevent ,t 1
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the original cause of the movement, that slavery is a .in. and
mi i t. ta ba annnreased. weaker now than at the commence
ment 1 Or is the Abolition party less numerous or influen-

tial, or have they less Influence oyer, or control .ver tn6 ,
the North in elections i ur na iue cuno

IreateHieans of influencing or controlling the mo
this government now, than it had
mencedl . -

Tn nil Hi ntiMtionabut one answer can be given, no, so
no. The very reverse ia true. Instead of being weaker, all
the elcmenta in favor of agitation are stronger now than they

in vk.in it first commenced, while all the elements
the. riart of the South are weaker. Unless

something decisive is done , I again ask, what is to stop
this agitation, before the great and final object at which

, it
I

aims tha alwilitinn of slftVerV ili l lie ov-iii-OA... ib wiwiuum!.- i
mA 1 Tfl it. tliAn not certain that if something decisive is not
now done to arrest it, the South will be forced to choose be-

tween abolition and secession 1 Indeed, as events are now
moving, it will not require the South to secade to dissolve
the Union. Agitation will of itself effect it, of which its
past history furnishes abundant proof, as I shall next proceed
to show.

It is a great mistake to suppose that disunion can be effect-
ed by a single blow. The cords which bind these States
together in one common Union, are far too numerous and
powerful for that. Disunion must be the work of time. It is
onlv throncrh a lonff nrocess. and sovereignty, that the cords
can be snapped, untif the whole fabric falls asunder. Already. I

flia nirUnt.inn fifth a alaverv anextion has SnaPDed SOme VI.hitne I

most important, and has greatly weakened all the others, as
I shnll Tirofteerl to show.

The cords that bind the States together are not only ma-
ny, but various in....character.

.
Some are .

spiritual or ecclesi- -
'. t i!i. iL.astical ; some political ; others social. cme appertain to tne

benefit conferred by the Union, and others to the feeling of
duty and obligation. .

The strongest of thoso of a spiritual and ecclesiastical na- -
ture consisted in the unity of the great religious denomina- -
tious, all of which originally embraced the whole Union. All
theso denominations, with the exception, perhaps, of the
Catholics, were organized very much upon the principle of
our political institutions ; beginning witn smaller meetings
corresponding with tho political divisions of the country,
their orco.niin.tinn terminated in one great central assemblage,
corresnondincr verv much with the character of Congress. At
these meetings tho principal clergymen and lay members of
the respective denominations Irom all parts ot tne union met
to transact business relating to their common concerns. It
was not confined to what appertained to the docti hios and
discipline of the respective denominations, but extended to
plans for disseminating the Bible, establishing missionaries,
distributing tracts, and of establishing presses for the publi
cation of tracts, newspapers, and periodicals, with a view of
amusing religious mlormation, and lor tne support oi tne aoo-trin- es

and creeds of the denomination.
All this combined contributed greatly to strengthen the

bonds of the Union. The strong ties which held each denom-
ination together formed a strong vord to hold the whole Union
together ; but, as powerful as they were, they have not been
able to resist tho explosive effect of slavery agitation.

The first of these cords which snapped, under its explosive
force, was that of the powerful Methodist Episcopal Church.
The numerous and strong ties which held it together are all
broke, and its unity gone. They now form separate church-
es ; and, instead of that feeling of attachment and devotion
to the interests of the whole church which was formerly felt,
they are now arrayed into two hostile bodies, engaged in liti-
gation about what was formerly their common property.

The next cord that snapped was that of tho Baptists, one
of the lartrest and most resnectable of the denominations.
That of the Presbyterian is not entirely snapped, but some of
its strands have given away. I hat ot tne j&piscopai vnurcn
is the onlv ono of the four great Protestant denominations
which remains unbroken and entire.

The strongest cord, of a political character, consists of the
many

. and strong ties that... have held together the two great
' i i iparties wnicn nave, witn some moaiuuiuuua, uum

the hecriniiinf of the rovernment. Thev both extended to
every portion of the Union, and strongly contributed to hold
all its parts together. But this powerful cord has farod no
bettor than the spiritual. It resisted for a long time tne ex
plosive tendencv ot tho agitation, but has nnaiiy snapped un
der its forcc if not entirely, in a great measure. Nor is there
one of the remaining cords which have not been greatly weak
ened. To this extent the Union has alreadv been destroyed
by agitation, in the only way it can be, by snapping asunder
and weakening the cords which bind it togctner.

If the agitation goes on. the same force, acting with in
ereased intensity, as has been shown, will finally snap every
chord, when nothing will be left to hold the States together
except force. But surely that can, with no propriety ot lan-
guage, be called a Union, when tho only means by which the
weaker is held connected with tha stronger portion is force.
It may, indeed, keep them connected ; but the connexion will
nartake much more of the character of subiugation. on the
part of the weaker to the stronger, than the union of free, in
dependent, and sovereign States, in one confederation, as
they stood in the early stages ot the government, ana wnicn
only is worthy of the 'sacred name of Union.

Having now, Senators, explained what it is that endangers
tne union, anutraceuit to its cause. anueiiaiireuiuiiium
and character, the nneitinn ajrain recurs how can the Union
bo saved 1 To this I answer, there is but one way by which
it can be, and that is bv adopting such measurs as will satis
fy the States belonging to the Southern section that they
can remain in the Union consistantlv with their nonor ana
their safety. There is, again, only one way by which that
can be effected, and that is by removing the causes by which
this belief has been produced. Do that, and discontent will
cease, harmony and kind feelings between the sections be
restored and every apprehension of danger to the Union re-

moved. The Question then, is bv what can this be done 1

But, before I undertake to answer this question, I propose to
show by what the Union cannot be saved

It cannot, then, be saved bv eulogies on the union, how-
ever splendid or numerous. The cry of " Union. Union the
glorious Union !" can no more prevent disunion than the cry
of " Health, health glorious health '." on the part of the
physician, can save a patient lying dangerously ill. So long
as the Union, instead of being regarded as a protector, is re
garded in the opposite character, by not much less than a
majority of the states, it will be in vain to attempt to con
ciliate them by pronouncing eulogies on it.

Besides, this cry of Union comes commonly from those who
we cannot believe to be sincere. It usually comes from our
assailants. But we cannot believe them to be sincere ; for,
if they loved the Union, they would necessarily be devoted
to the Constitution. It made the Union, and to destroy the
Constitution would be to destroy the Union. But the only
reliable and certain evidence of devotion to the Constitution
is, to abstain, on the one hand, from violating it, and to re-

pel, on the other, all attempts to violate it. It is only by
faithfully performing these high duties that the Constitution
can be preserved, and with it the Union.

But how stands the professions of devotion to the Union
by our assailants, when brought to the test 1 Have they ab-

stained from violating the constitution 1 Let the many acts
passed by the Northern States to set aside and annul the
clause of the constitution providing for the delivery up of
fugitive slaves answer. I cite this, not that it is the only in
stance, (for there are many others,) but because the violation
in this particular is too notorious and palpable to be denied.
Again ; have they stood forth faithfully to repel violations
of the constitution 1 Let their course in reference to the
agitation of the slavery question, which was commenced and
has been carried on for fifteen years, avowedly for the pur-
pose of abolishing slavery in the States an object all ac-

knowledged to be unconstitutional answer. Let them show
a single instance, during this long period, in which they
have denounced the agitators or their attempts to effect what
is admitted to be unconstitutional, or a single measure which
they have brought forward for that purpose. Ho'V can we,
with :iU these facts before us, believe that they aro sincoae in
their profession of devotion of the Union, or avoid believing
their profession is but intended to increase the vigor of their
assaults and weaken the force of our resistance 1

Nor can we regard the profession of devotion to the Union,
on the part of those who are not our assailants, as sincere.
when they pronounce eulogies upon the Union, evidently with
. 1. : 1 . l 'il. if : 1. . .tta.rlw9 nilAtue iiikeiib oi cnargiug us witu uisuuiou, niiuum "w
woraot denunciation against our assailants, ii menus oi mo
Union, their course should be to unite with us in repelling
these assaults, and denouncing the authors as enemies of the
Union. Why they avoid this, and pursue the course they do,
it is for them to explain. "

Nor can the Union be saved by invoking the name of the
illustrious Southerner whose mortal remains repose on the
western bank of the Potomac. Ho was one of us a slave
holder and a planter. We have studied his history, and find
nothing in it to justify submission to wrong. On the contra-
ry, his great fame rests on the solid foundation that, while ho
was careful to avoid doing wrong to others, he was prompt
and docided in repelling wrong. 1 trust that, in this respect,
we profited by his example.

Nor can wo find any thing in his history to deter ns from
seceding from the Union, should it fail to fulfil the objects for
which it was instituted, by being permanently and hopeless-
ly converted into the means of oppressing instead of protec-
ting us. On the contrary, we find much in his example to
encourage us, should we bo forced to the extremity of deci
ding between submission and disunion.

Ihere existed then, as well as now. a union that between
parent country and her then colonies. It was a union that
had mnch to endear it to the neoile of tho colonies. Under
its protecting and sunerintendin? care, the colonies were
planted and grew up and prospered, through a long courso of
years, until they become populous ana wcaitny. its njnenis
were not limited to them. Their extensive agricultural and
other productions, gave birth to a flourishing commerce,
which richly rewarded the parent country for the trouble and
expense of establishinj
was born and grew up
quired his early distinction in its service, and there is every
reason to believe that he was devotedly attached to it,

JJut his devotion was a rational one. Ho was attached to
it. not as an end. but as a means to an end. When it failed
to fulfil its end. and. instead of affbttKs protection, was con
verted into the means of oppressing the-coloni- es, he did not
hesitate to draw his sword, and head the great movement by
which that union was forever severed, and the- - independence
of these States established. This was the great and crown-
ing glory of his life, which has spread his fame over tho whole
globe, and will transmit it to the latest posterity.

Nor can the plan proposed by the distinguished Senator
from Kentucky, nor that of the administration, save the
Union. I shall pass bv. without remark, the plan proposed
by the Senator, and proceed directly to the consideration of
tnat ot the administration. 1, nowo ver, assure tne uistin-guishe- d

and able Senator, that in taking this course, no dis-

respect whatever is intended to him or his plan. I have adop-
ted it. because so manv Senators of distinguished abilities,
who were present when he delivered bis speech and explained
his plan, and who were fully capable- - to do justice to the side
thev support, have renlied to him

The plan of tho administration cannot save the Union,
beeause it can have no effect whatever towards satisfying the
States composing the Southern section of the Union, that
they can, consistently with safety and honor, remain in the
Union. 1th in fact but a modification of the Wjhuot provH

surrender your, power or legislation ior ine lerruoncs a
expressly vested In Congress by the Constitution, as

Sower fully established 1 Cdn you, consistently with
your oath to support the Cemstifation, surrender the pow-

er? Are yoa prepared td admit that the inhabitants of
the territories possess the sovereignty over them, and that
any number, more or less, may claim any extent of territory
they please ; may form a constitution arid government, and
erect it into a State, without asking your permission 1 Are
you prepared to surrender the sovereignty of the United
States over whatever territory may be hereafter acquired td
the first adventurers who may rush into it ? Are you pre-
pared to surrender virtually to the Executive Department
all the powers which you have heretofore exercised over the
territories 1

If not, how can yon consistently with your duty and your
oaths to support the constitution, give your assent to the
admission of California as a State, under a pretended con-
stitution and government ? Again, can you believe that
the project of a constitution which they have adopted, has
the least validity ? Can you believe that there is such a
State in reality as the State of California 1 . No ; there is
no such State. It has no legal or constitutional existence.
It has no validity, and can have none, without your sanc-
tion. How, then, can you admit it as a State, when accor-
ding to the provision of the constitution, your power is lim-

ited to admitting new States. To be admitted, it must be a
State, an existing State, independent of your sanction, be
fore you can admit. When you give your permission to the
inhabitants of a territory to form a constitution and a State,
the constitution and State they form, 'derive their authority
from the people, and not from you. The State before ad-

mitted is actually a State, and does not become so by the
act of admission, as would be the case with California,
should you admit her contrary to constitutional provisions
and established usage heretofore.

The Senators on the other side of the Chamber must per-
mit me to make a few remarks in this connection particu-
larly applicable to them, with the exception of a few Sena-
tors from the South, sitting on that side of the Chamber,
when the Oregon question was before this body not two
years since. You took (if I mistake not) universally the
ground that Congress had the sole and absolute power of
legislating lor the territories. How then, can you now, af-
ter the short interval which has elapsed, abandon the ground
which you took, and thereby virtually admit that the pow-
er of legislating, instead of being in Congress, is in the in-
habitants of the territories? How can you justify and
sanction by your votes the acts of the Executive which are
in direct derogation of what yoa then contended for? But
to approach still nearer to the present time, how can you,
after condemning, little more than a year since, the grounds
taken by the party which you defeated at the last election,
wheel round and support by your votes the grounds which,
as explained recently on this floor by the candidate of the
party in the last election, are identical with those on which
the Executive has acted in reference to California? What
are we to understand by all this ? Must we conclude that
there is no sincerity, no faith in the acts and declarations
of public men, and that all is mere acting or hollow profes-
sion ? Or are we to conclude that the exclusion of the
South from the territory acquired from Mexico is an object
of so paramount a character in your estimation, that right,
justice, constitution and consistency, mus: all yield, when
they stand in the way of our exclusion ?

But. it may be asked, what is to be done with California,
should she not be admitted ? I answer, remand her back to
the territorial condition, as was done in the case of Tennes-ee- s.

in the early stage of the government. Congress, in
her case, had established a territorial government in the
usual form, with a Governor, Judges, and other officers, ap
pointed by the United States. She was entitled, under the
deed of cession, to be admitted into the Union as a State,
as soon as she had sixty thousand inhabitants. The tern
torial government, believing it had that number, took a cen
sus, by which it appeared it exceeded it. She then formed
a constitution, and applied for admission. Congress refu-
sed to admit her, on the ground that the census should be
taken by the United States, and that Congress had not de
termined whether the territory should be formed into one or
two States, as it was authorised to do under the cession.
She returned quietly to her territorial condition. An act
was passed to take a census by the United States, contain
ing a provision that the territory should form one State.
All afterwards was regularly conducted, and the territory
admitted as a State, in due form. The irregularities in the
case of California are immeasurably greater, and offer
much stronger reasons for pursuing the same course. But,
it may be said, California may not submit. That is not
probable ; but if she should not, when she refuses, it will
then be time for us to decide what is to be done.

Having now shown what cannot save the Union, I re
turn to the question witn wnicn 1 commenced. How can
the Union be saved ? There is but one way by which it
can with any certainty, and that is by a full and final settle-
ment, on the principle of justice, of all the questions at is-

sue between the two sections. The South asks for justice.
simple justice, and less she ought not to take. She has no
compromise to offer, but the constitution ; and no conces-
sion or surrender to make. She has already surrendered so
much that she has little left to surrender. Such a settle
ment would go to the root of the evil, and remove all cause
of discontent. By satisfying the South, she could remain
honorably and safely in the Union, and thereby restore the
harmony and fraternal feelings between the sections, which
existed anterior to the Missouri agitation. Nothing else
can, with any certainty, finally and forever settle the ques-
tions at issue, terminate agitation, and save the Union.

But can this be done. Yes, easily ; not by the weaker
party, for it can of itself do nothing not even protect it-

selfbut by the stronger. The N irth has only to will it to
accomplish it to do justice by conceding to the South an
equal right in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves to be
faithfully fulfilled to cease the agitation of the slave ques-
tion, and to provide for the insertion of a provision in the
constitution, by an amendment, which will restore to the
South in substance the power she possessed of protecting
herself, before the equilibrium between the sections was des-
troyed by the action of this government. There will be no
difficulty in devising such a provision. One that will pro-
tect the South, and which, at the same time, will improve
and strengthen the government, instead of impairing and
weakening it.

But will the North agree to do this 1 It is for her to
answer this question. But, I will say, she cannot refuse, if
sne nas nan tne love oi the Union which she professes to
have, or without justly exposing herself to the charge that
her love of power and aggrandizement is far greater than
her love of the Union. At all events, the responsibility of
saving me union rests on the Worth, and not the south.
The South cannot save it by any act of hers, and the North
may save it without any sacrifice whatever, unless to do
justice, and to perform her duties under the constitution,
should be regarded by her as a sacrifice.

It is time, Senators, that there should be an open and
manly avowal on all sides, as to what is intended to be
done. If the question is not now settled, it ia uncertain
whether it ever can hereafter be ; and we, as the representa-
tives of the States of this Union, regarded as Governments,
should come to a distinct understanding as to our respec
tive views, in order to ascertain whether the great questions
at issue can be settled or not. If you, who represent the
stronger portion, cannot agree to settle them on the broad
principle of justice and duty, say so; and let the States we
both represent agree to separate and part in peace. If you
are unwilling we should part in peace, tell us so, and we
shall know what to do when you reduce the question to
submission or resistance.

If you remain silent, you will compel us to infer by your
acts what you intend. In that case, California will become
the test question. If you admit her, under all the difficulties
that oppose her admission, you compel us to infer that you
intend to exclude us from the whole of ths acquired territo-
ries, with the intention of destroying irretrievably the equi-
librium between the two sections. We would be blind not
to perceive in that case, that your real objects are power and
aggrandizement, and infatuated not to act accordingly.

I have now, Senators, done my duty in expressing my
utiuuns iuny, ireeiy, ana canaiaiy, on tnis solemn occa-
sion. In doing so, 1 have been governed by the motives
which have governed me in all the stages of the agitation
of the slavery question since its commencement. I hive
exerted myself, during the whole period, to arrast it, with
tne intention ot saving the Union, if it could be done ; and
if it could not, to save the section where it has pleased Pro-
vidence to cast my lot. and which I sincerelv heliev-- h.justice and the constitution on its side. Having faithfully
done my duty to the best of my ability, both to the Union
and my section, throughout this agitation, I shall have the
consoiauon, ict wnat will come, that I am free from all re-
sponsibility.

Telegraphed for the Baltimore Sun.
New Orleans, February 28.

Later from California.
Arrival of Me Alabama Inundation of Sacramento

LityLrreat Loss of Property Gold Washed Up
rigu wim me nutans Uol. Fremont and JLadu
1 he steamer Alabama arrived here to-da- v from

Panama. She brings 65 passengers and dates from
San Francisco to the 24th of January.

The Alabama brings four hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars worth of gold dust on freight and be-
longing to passengers.

A terrible and destructive inundation had taken
place at Sacramento City, caused by the overflow of
the river a thing that has not happened before to
so great an extent for many years. Nearly the en-
tire city was covered with water. Large numbers of
Cattle and other property havo been swept away
loss is very heavy, estimated in all at over one mil-
lion of dollars. Although this calamity has proved
exceedingly distressing to the citizens, yet it has
been beneficial in other respects. The overflowing
of the waters has washed out immense quantities of
gold from the earth where it had before remained
undiscovered.

At the mines near Stockton, the Chilians made
quite a fierce attack upon the Americans working
there. Several of the assassins were killed and a
number wounded on both sides, and many of the
Chilians taken prisoners. It is believed that this
outrage will so incense the Americans that thev will
not rest until the offenders are driven entirely out of
the country. The excitement had become intense.

Mrs. Fremont has recovered her health, and her-
self and hushand are about departing from Panama
for the United States. They will doubtless leave by
the next steamer.

The ship Prince de Joinville and barque Hermann
had arrived at San Francisco from New York.

A gentleman, in writing from the west to his bro-
ther in Ireland, says "Pork is so plenty here that
every third person you tacet is a pig. "

equilibrium between the two sections in tbe government.
The next is the system of revenue and disbursements which

has been adopted by the government. It is well known that
the government naa aenvea its revenue mainly trom autiea
ou imports. I shall not undertake to show that such dctiea
must necessarily tau mainly on the exporting otaies, ana
that the South, as the great exporting portion of the Union,
bas in reality said vastly more than hrr due proportion of the
revenue, because I deem it unnecessary, as the subject has on
ao many occasions been fully discussed.

IN or shall i, lor the same reason, andertaae 10 snow mat a
far greater portion ef tho revenue has been disbursed at the
North, than its due share ; and that the joint effect of these
causes has been, to transfer a vast amount from South to
North, which, Vndor an equal system of revenue and disburse
ments, would not have been lost to her. If to this be added,
that many ot too duties were imposed, not tor revenue, put
for protection that is, intended to put money, not in the
treasury, but directly into the pockets of the manufacturers,
tome conception may be formed of the immense' amount
which, in the long course of sixty years, have been transfer
red from South to North. There are no data by which it
can be estimated with any certainty ; but it is saio to say
that it amounts to hundreds of millions of dollars. Under
the most moderate estimate, it would be sufficient to add

really to the wealth of the JNorth, and tuns greatly increase
or population by attracting emigration from all quarters to

that section
This, combined with the great and primary cause, amply

xnlains why the North has acquired a preponderance
over. every department of the government, by its dispropor- -

- .1 a. WV1 &

tionate increase ot population ana states, i ne ionner, aa
bas been ahown, has inereased in fifty years. 2,400,000 over
that of the South. This increase of population, during so
long a period, is satisfactorily accounted for, by the number
of emigrants, and the increase of '.heir descendants, which
have been attracted to the Northern section from Europe and
the South, in consequence of the advantages derived from the
causes assigned. If they had not existed if the South had
retained all the capital which has teen extracted from her by
the fiscal action or the government ; and, if it had not been
excluded bv the ordinance of S7 and the Missouri compro
mise, from the region lying between the Ohio and the Missis-
sippi rivers, and between the Mississippi and the Rocky
mountains, north of 36 30 it scarcely admits of a doubt that
it would have divided the emigration with the North, and by
retaining her own people, would have at least equalled the
North in pojfulatiou under the census of 1840, and probably
under that about to be taken. She would also, if she had re-

tained her equal rights in those territories, have maintained
an euualitv iu the number of States with the North, and have
preserved the equilibrium between the two sections that ex
isted at the commencement of the government. The loss,
then, of the equilibrium, is to be attributed to the action of
this government.

But while these measures were destroying the equilibrium
between the two sections, the action of the Government was
leading to a radical change in its character, by Concentrating
all the power of the system in itself. The occasion will not
permit me to trace the measure; y which this great change
has been consummated. If it did it would not be difficult to
show that the process commenced at an early period of the
Govornmeut ; that it proceeded, almost without interruption,
tan nv iUn until it. nhanrhpA virtually its entire powers.

but without going through the whole process to establish the
fact, it may bo done satisfactorily by a very short statement.

That the Government claims, and practically maintains,
the right to decide in tho last resort, as to the extent of its
powers, will scaroelv be denied by any one conversant with
the political history of the country. That it also claims tho
rirht to resort to force to maintain whatever power nhc claims.
against all opposition, is equally certain. Indeed it is appa-
rent, from what wo daily hear, that this has become the pre
vailing and fixed opinion or a great majority ot tne commu-
nity.

Now. 1 ask. what limitation can possibly be placed upon
tho powers of a government claiming and exercising such
rights 1 And, if none can be, how can tho separate govern-
ments of the States maintain and protect the powers reserv-
ed to them by the constitution, or the people of the several
States maintain those, which are reserved to them, and
among others, the sovereign powers by which they ordained
and established, not only their separate State constitution
and governments, but also the constitution and governmen
of the United States 1 But, if they have no constitutional
means of maintaining them against the right claimed by this
government, it necessarily follows, that tlu-- hold them at
its pleasure and discretion, and that all the powers of the
system are in reality concentrated in it. It alio follows, that
the character of the government bus been charged in conse
quence, from a federal republic, as it originally came from
the hands of its trainers, and that it has been charged into a
great national consolidated democracy. It has indeed, at
present, all the characteristics of the latter and not one of the
former, although it still retains its outward form.

The result of the whole of these causes combined is, that
the North has acquired a decided ascendancy over every de-

partment of this Government, and through it a control over
all the powers of the system. A single section governed by
the will of a numerical majority, has now, in fact, the control
of the Government and the entire powers of the system.
What was once a constitutional federal Republic, is now
converted, in reality, into one as absolute as that of the Au-
tocrat of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency, as any ab-

solute government that ever existed.
As then, the North has the absolute control over the Gov-

ernment, it is manifest, that on all questions between it and
the South, where there is a diversity of interests, the interest
of the latter will be sacrificed to the former, however oppres-
sive the effects may be, as the South possesses no means by
which it can resist, through the action of the Government.
But if there was no question of vital importance to the south,
in reference to which there was a diversity of views- - between
the two sections, this state of things might be endured, with-
out the hazard of destruction to the South. But such is not
the fact. There is a question of vital importance to the
Southern section in reference to which the views and feelings
of the two sections are as opposite and hostile as they can
possibly be.

I refer to the relation between the two races in the South
ern section, which constitutes a vital portion of her social or-

ganization. Every portion of the North entertains views
less hostile to it. Thoso most opposodand feelings

.
more ...or

. .j i .1 i iand hostile regard it a3 a sin, ana consider memseivvs uuuur
the most sacred obligation to use every effort to destroy it.
Indeed, to the extent that tney conceive nicy uhyo wcr,
they regard themselves as lmpucaiea in tne sin, uu respon-
sible for suppressing it, by the use of all and every means.
Those less opposed and., hostile regard it as a crime an of--

l.r 11 1 --.11. 1. nAf a.fence against humanity, as tney can it , wmuuju "
fanatical, tccl themselves Douna to uo u cihmh w cum
same object, while those who are least opposed and hostile re-ca- rd

. . it as a. blot and a...stain on the character of what they
.." i i l i :

call the nation, andieei tnemseives accordingly uuuuu w gn o
;t. nrt onnntenance or suDDort. un tne contrary, tne soutnern
section regards the relation as one which cannot be destroyed
withont. suhiectin? the two races to tne greatest cmaiaiiy,
and tbe section to poverty, desolation, and wretchedness, and
accordingly they leel bound, Dy every consideration oi inter-
est and safety, to defend it.

This hostile feeling on the part ot tne iorin towaras tne
social organization of the South, long lay dormant, but it

. . . . , i . ionly required some cause to act on tnose wno ieit most in
tensely that theywere responsible lor its continuance, to can
it into action. The increasing power ot tnis government,
and of the control of the Northern section over all its depart
ments, furnished tbe cause, it was this which made an im-
pression on the minds of many, that there was little, or no
restraint, to prevent the government from doing whatever it
might choose to do. This was sufficient of itself to put the
most fanatical portion of the North in action for the purpose
of destroying the existing relation between the two races at
the South.

The first organized movement towards it commenced in
1835. Then, for the first time, societies were organized,
presses established, lectures sent forth to excite the people of
the JNorth, and incendiary publications scaiterea over tne
whole South, through the mail. The South was thoroughly
aroused. Meetings were held everywhere, and resolutions
adopted, calling upon the North to apply a remedy to arrest
the threatened evil, and pledging themselves to adopt meas-
ures for their own protection, if it was not arrested. At the
meeting of Congress petitons poured in from the North, call-
ing upon Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Col-
umbia, and to prohibit what they called tho internal slave
trade between the States, announcing at the same time, that
thei.r ultimate obiect was to abolish slavery, not only in the
District, but in the States and throughout the Union. At
that period, the number engaged in the agitation was small,
and possessed little or no personal influence.

Neither oartv in Congress had. at that time, any sympa
thy with them, or their causo. The members of each party

their petitions with great reluctance.1resentd and contemptible as the party then was, both
of the great parties of the North dreaded them. They fealt,
that though small, they were organized in reference to a sub-

ject which had a great and a commanding influence over the
Northern mind. Each party, on that account, feared to op-

pose their petitions, lest the opposite party should take ad-

vantage of the one who might do so, by favoring their peti-
tions. Tbe effect was that both united in insisting that the
petitions should be received, and that Congress should take
jurisdiction of the subject for which they prayed. To justi-
fy their course, they took the extraordinary ground, that
Congress was bound to receive petitions on every subjoct,
however objectionable it might be, and whether they had or
had not jurisdiction over the subject. These views prevailed
in the House of Representatives, and partially in tho Senate,
and thus the party succeeded in their first movements in
gaining what they proposed a position in Congress, from
which agitation could Do extended over the whole Union.
This was the commencement of the agitation, which has ever
since continued, and which, as is now acknowledged, has en-

dangered the Union itself.
As for myself, I believed at that early period if the party

who got up the petitions should succeed in getting Congress
to take jurisdiction, that agitation would follow, and that it
would in the end, if not arrested, destroy the Union. I then
so expressed myself in debate, and called upon both parties to
tako grounds against assuming jurisdiction, but in vain. Had
my voice been heedod, and had Congress refusf-s- J to take
jurisdiction, by the united votes of all parties, the agitation
which followed would have been prevented, and the fanatical
seal that gives impulse to the agitation, and which has brought
us to our present perilous coudition, would have become ex-

tinguished from tne want of something to feed the flame.
Tliat was the time for the North to show her devotion to the
Union ; but unfortunately both of the great parties of that
section were so intent on obtaining or retaining party ascen-
dency, that all other consideration were overlooked or for-

gotten.
What has since followed are but the natural consequences.

With the success of their first movement, this small fanatical
party began to acquire strength ; and with that to become
an object of courtship to both of the great parties. The ne-

cessary consequence was, a further increase of power, and a
gradual tainting of the opinions of both of the other parties
with their doctrines, until the infection has extended over
both ; and the great mass of the population of the North, who,
whatever may be their opinion of the original abolition
party, which still preserves its distinctive organization, hard-
ly ever fail, when it comes to acting, to in carry-
ing out their measures. With the increase of their influence,
they extended tbe sphere of their aetion. In a short time af-

ter tho commencement of their firat movement they had
sufficient influence to induce the Legislatures of most

of the Northern States to pass acts,- - which in effect abrogat
ed the provision of tbe tjon3Utuiiou tnat provides ior tne un-

livery up of fugitive slaves.
" Not long after, petitions followed to abolish slavery ia

forts, magazines, and dock yards, and all other places- - where
Congress had exclusive power of legislation. This was fol-

lowed kir tvtitio&i And resolutions .of .Legislatures of tbe
Northern States, and popular meetings, to exclude the South
ern States from all territories acquired, or to be acquired,
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DEMOCRATIC MEETING 1

W been re4ned to fllre notice, that st Ms,
lug of the Democratic Party of Xcw Hanove, Com-
ity, will be beld In the Coart-Hoo-ao In thia Town on
Tuesday of Conrt week, xU Inst.,) at 7 I--J o'clock
In tho evening, tor tho purpose of appointing dele,
gates to she Democratic State Convention, to be held
sometime In iHj next A full attendance la request-
ed.

County Court. The March term of the Court of
Pleas and Quarter Sessions, for N. Hanover County,
will commence ita session ori Monday next. It will
continuo for two weeks.

tCongress'
The wish to lay before our readers

.

Mr. Cttfh'oun'g
a m m J m a
long-loolted-i- or speech upon the slavery question
must form our excuse for the omission of our usual
Congressional summary. But little, however, is lost
by this, as that question has been the only one under
discussion, and the chief interest of the week centres
in Mr. C.'s speech, which w give in full, as read in
the Senate of the United States on the 4th inst., by
Mr. Mason of Virginia. We forbear comment,
which, indeed, the crowded stato of our columns does
not permit, and which would, at any rate be unneces-
sary, as we presume every one will read the speech
for himself. It will be seen that Mr. Calhoun re-

gards the admission of California as forming the
grand test question at the present time, between tho
North and tha South. We cannot see that Mr.
Calhoun proposes any specific line of policy for tho
adjustment of the pending difficulties.

Serious fears were at one time entertained, that
the recurrence of Mr. Doty's resolution instructing
the Territorial Committee of tho House to bring in a
bill for the immediate admission of California as a
State, would be productive of stormy scenes in that
body. It will be remembered that this resolution
was introduced last Monday two weeks, and the pre
vious question demanded upon it, with the view of
forcing it through without allowing any debate. This,
the Southern members defeated by raising points of
order, and making privileged motions, upon which
they demanded the yeas and nays. In this way, the-vot-

upon tho main question was prevented until th
time for its consideration had expired, when it was
laid over under the rules for two weeks. On Mon-

day last, it would again have come up, and from the
excited feelings to which it had previously given rise,
it was feared that it would lead to scenes of violence.
This difficulty, however, was obviated, by the with-
drawal of the resolution, and the substitution of a
bill for the admission of California, which was refer-
red to the Committee of the Whole, thus securing
full liberty of debate, and doing away with the gag
law of the previous question, which was the featuro
so obnoxious to the minority upon a former occasion .

Rumours were prevalent both hero and in Charles-

ton, during the latter part of last week, and the be-

ginning of this, to the effect that Washington city
had been the theatre of violent collisions between
members from the different sections. It is hardly
necessary to say that such rumours were totally un-

founded.
We notice, from the debates in the Senate on

Tuesday last, that Mr. Foote has taken ground
against Mr. Calhoun's proposed amendment of the
Constitution, for the purpose of giving the Southern
States a larger representation. This Mr. Calhoun
considers essential to the safety of the Union, by
restoring the equilibrium of the government, and en-

abling the South to protect herself. Mr. Foote con-

siders such proposition aa injurious, baus( imprac
ticable. The constitution was good enough for him,
and all he wanted was that its provisions should be
carried out, as he believed they would be, under a
compromise which he hoped Avould be made within
theXnext ten days. He was also opposed to Mr. Cal-

houn's indiscriminate censure of the North. It would
seem that Mr. Foote expresses the views of the ma
jority of the Southern Senators, as it appears that he
took the ground which he did, after consultation
with his Southern colleagues.

Central Rail Road. The Board of Commissioners'
have issued a circular, announcing the completion of
the subscription, and calling for the first instalment
of five per cent.

Explosion. On the 1st- instant, a locomotive on
the line between New York and Philadelphia, ex-

ploded, it is supposed, from the want of water in tho
boiler. Three men were killed, and some others se-

verely wounded. The engine was totally demolish-
ed. The accident occurred in the neighborhood of
Whitehill, New Jersey.

JfegT-Th-e Baltic, a new steamship of 3.000 tons bur-

then, intended for Collins' European line, was
launched at New York on the 2d instant. Tho
steamship Republic, running between Baltimore and
Charleston, has been bought to run between New
York and California. She will immediately proceed
to New York.

Steamboat Explosion. The steamer Clifton, of
Philadelphia, while lying at New Castle, Delaware,
on the afternoon of the 2d instant, burst her boiler,
or rather some of the stay-bol- ts of the boijer gayo
way, and the escaping steam killed the engineer, and
scalded several others very dangerously. Nobody to
blame, of course.

JTHaGoDEY, for March, is upon our table, contain-

ing, according to the table of contents, twenty-on- o

embellishments and thirty-fiv-e contributions. Thi
is about all we know of it, barring the three steel
plates at the beginning, which are very good ; at
least the "Little Angler" ia; the "Confidant" tells
no tale, or, at least, has no point, and the beauty of

the piece is a fat girl, with ringlets as big as sausa-

ges.
The llaldgh Times Low Abuse.

The Times, a Federalist print, published in Ral-

eigh, by Chas. C. Raboteau, (we are thus particular
in describing it, because we doubt if any of our read-

ers has ever seen or heard of the thing before,) con-

tains in its last number a scurrilous article against
Messrs. Ashe and McKat. The latter gentleman it
denominates Old Jemmy, which itnodoubt considers
a specimen of most refined wit. It also alludes to.
Col. McDi'gald, of Bladen county, under the roman-
tic appellation of Dugald Dalgettt, totally uncon-
scious of the fact that it is striking at a member of
its own party a good Whig. This elegant effuwon
abounds in such characteristic phrases aa " Nv, sir-ree- ,"

the twig or climbing both sides of tho ,

sapling," &c, all of which are in perfect keeping with
the Editor's reputation as a street rowdy, who knows
no argument beyond an appeal to brute force, and '

whose only conception of wit is abuse. Of course,
the idea of seriously defending anybody against such
an assailant, is perfectly ridiculous.

Female Rioters.
Amongst the " rights of wemen," the fair dames

of Pittsburg, Penn., seem to claim that of rioting a

much as they please. On tho 1st and 2d inst., seve-

ral of these amazons repaired to certain mills where
men were at work who had taken the place of oth-

ers who were on a strike, and compelled them, by
abusive language and brickbats, to quit. They also
succeeded m destroying a considerable amount of
property. One poor fellow, who was rather tardy in
quitting work, was hurried off to the river, and nar-
rowly escaped eing thrown in. Vive ta petti .
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Indispensable to have an accurate and thorough Knowledge of
me nature aire character of the cause by which the union is
endangered. Without such knowledge it is impossible to pro-- ,
nounce with any certainty, by what means it can be saved ;
jutt as It would bo impossible for a physician to pronounce m
the can of some dangerous disease, with any certainty, by
what remedy the patient could be saved, without similar
nw)dge of the nature and character of the cause of tbe

disease. The first question, then, presented for considera--tipnyln- tb

investigation I propose to make, in order to ob-

tain tttcb. knowledge, is What is it that has endangered the

To ibis Question there can be-bc- t one answer : that the im
. mediate cats is the almost universal discontent Which per

vades all the States composing; the boutnern section or the
(.nro. This widely extended discontent is not of recent ori-- .

gin. with the agitation of the slavery question
and has been iuorsastar ever since. The next question, rotas
one step further back, is What has caused this widely diffu
sed and almost universal discontent I

... It ia a tfreat mistake to sumiose. ss is bv some, that it ori-

ginated with doraagornes, who excited the discontent with
lnUshtion of aiuiiiic their personal advancement, or with

'the didsppomted ambition of certain politicians, who resorted
: to Uas the moans of retrieving thoir fortunes. On the con-

trary, all the great political influences of the section were ar-
rayed against exoitcment, and exertod to the utmost to keep
the people quiet. The great mass of the people of the South
were divided, as in tho other section, into Whigs and Dem-
ocrat. The leaders and the presses in the South were very

, solteltous to prevent excitement and preservo quiet ; because
it was seen that the effects of the former would necessarily

. tend to weaken, If not destroy, tho political tics which united
: theavwith their respective parties in the other section, l noso
.who know the strength of party ties will readily appreciate
iibwfmtoetoo force which this cause exerted against agitation
and in favor of preserving quiet. But, as great as it was, it
was not sufficient to prevent the wide-sprea-d discontent which
now pervades the section. No ; some cause, far deeper and
more powerful than the one supposed, must exist, to account
for discontent so wide and deep. The question then recurs
What is tbe cause of this discontent 1 It will be found in
the belief of the people of the Southern States, as prevalent as
the discontent itself, that they cannet remain, as things now
are, consistently with honor and safety, in the Union. The

. next question to be considered is What has caused this be
lief!

Ono of the causes is, undoubtly; to be traced to the long
continued agitation of the elate question on the part of the
iiurwu, ana m many aggressions which they have made on
tho rights of tho south during the time. I will not enumer-
ate them at present, as it will be done hereafter in its pro-
per place.

There is another lyiDg back of it, with which this is inti-
mately connected, that may be regarded as the great and
primary cause That is to be found in the fact that the
equilibrium between the two sections in the government, as
it stood when the constitution was ratified and the govern-
ment put in action, has been destroyed. At that time there
was nearly a perfect equilibrium between the two, which af-
forded ample means to each to protect itself against the ag-
gression of the other ; but, a it now stands, one section has
tho exclusiro power of controlling the government, which
leaves the other without any adequate means of protecting
itself against its encroachment and oppression. To place
this subject distinctly before you, 1 have. Senators, pre-
pared a brief statistical atatomeut, showing the relative
weight of the two sections in the government under the first
census ef 1799 and the last census of 1840.

According to the former, the population of the United
States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which
tien were in their incipient condition of becoming States,
bat were not actually admitted, amounted to 3,929,827. Of
this number the Northern States had 1,977,899, mid the
Southern 1,952,072, making a difference of only 25,827 in
favor of the former States. Tho number of States, includ-
ing Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, were sixteen ; of
which eight, including Vermont; belonged to the Northern
section, and eight, including Kentucky and Tennessee, to
the Southern, making an equal division of the States be-
tween the two sections under the first census. There was a
small preponderance in the House of Kepretentatives, and in
the electoral college in favor of tho Northern, owing to the
fact that, according to the provisions of the constitution, in
estimating federal numbers, five slaves count but three ; but
it was too small to affect sensibly the perfect equilibrium,
which, with that exception, existed at the time. Such was
the equality of the two sections when the States composing
them agrred to enter into a Federal Union. Since then the
equilibrium between them has been greatly disturbed.

According to the last census the aggregate population of
the United States amounted to 17,063,357, of which the.
Northern section contained 9,728,920, and the Southern

making a difference, in round numbers, of 2,400,000.
The number of States had increased from sixteen to twenty- -
six, making as addition of ten States. In the mean time the
position of Delaware had become doubtful as to which sec-

tion she properly belongs. Considering her as neutral, the
Northern States will have thirteen and the Southern States
twelve, making a difference in the Senate of two Senators in
favor of the former. According to the apportionment under
the census of 1840, there were 223 members of the House of
Representatives, of which the Northern States had 135, and
U Southern States (considering Delaware as neutral) 87,
DMfefwg a difference in favor of the former in the House of
Representatives of 48. The difference in the Senate of two
members added to this, gives to the North in . the electoral
college, a majority of 50. Since the census of 1840, four
States have been added to the Union ; Iowa, Wisconsin, Flo-
rida, and Texas. They leave the difference in tho Senate as
it stood when the cousus was taken ; but add two to the side
of the North in the House, making tho present majority in
the House in its favor of 50. and in the electoral college of52.

The result of the whole is to give the Northern section a
predominance in every department of the Government, and
thereby concentrate in it the two elements which constitute
the Federal Government ; majority of States, and a majority
of their population, estimated in federal numbers. Whatev
er section concootratea the two in itself possesses tho control
oi me enure government.

But we are just at the close of the sixth decade, and the
commencement of the seventh. Tha census is to be taken
this year, which must add ereatlv to the decided preponder
ance of the North in the House of Representatives and in the
electoral college. The prospect is, also, that a great increase
will do aauea to its present preponderance in tbe senate au-rin- z

the period of the decade bv tho addition of new States
Two territories, Oregon and Minnesota, are already in pro-
gress, and strenuous efforts are making to bring in three ad-
ditional States from the territorv reoentlv conanered from
Mexico, which, if successful, will add three other States in a
short time to tho Northern section, making five States, and
increasing the present number of its States from fifteen to
twenty, and of its Senators from thirty to forty. On the con
trary, there is not a single territorv iu progress in the South'
era section, and no certainty that any additional State will
br added to it during the decade. The prospect then is, that
the two sections in the Senate, should the efforts now made
to exclude the South from the newly acquired territories sue- -
ceeo, wui stand, before the end ot the decade, twenty iNorth
eni States to twelve Southern, (considering Delaware as neu
trad.) and forty Northern Senators to t wenty-fou- r Southern
1 bis great increase or senators, added to the great increase
of members of the House of Representatives and electoral
college on the part of the North, which mnst take place un
der the next decade, will effectually and irretrievably destroy
the equilibrium which existed when the government com
menoed.

Had this destruction boen the operation of time, without
me lntonorence or government, tbe boutu would nave naa no
reason to complain : but such was not tho fact. It was caus
ed by tho legislation of this government, which was appointed
as the common agent of all, and charged with the protection
of the interests and security of all. The legislation by which
it has been effected, may be classed under three heads. The
lint is, that series of acts by which the South has been ed

from- - the common territories belonging to all of the
States, as the mombers of the Federal Union, and Which have
had the effect of oxtending vastly the portion allotted to the
Northern section, and restricting within narrow limits, the
portion left tho South. The next consists in adopting a sys-
tem of revenue and disbursements, by which an undue pro-
portion of the burthen of taxation has been imposed upon the
South, and an undue proportion of its proceeds appropriated
to the North ; and the last is a system Of political measures,
by which the original character of the government has been
radically changed. I propose to bestow upon each of these,
in the ordor they stand, a few remarks, with the view cf
of showing that it is owing to the aetion of this government
that the equilibrium between the two sections has been de-
stroyed, and the whole powera of the system centered in a
sectional majority.

Tho first of the series of acts by which the South was de-
prived of its due share of the Territories, originated with the
Confederacy, which preceded the existence of this Govern-
ment. It is to be found in the provision of tho ordinance of
17tf7. Its effect was ta exclude the South entirely from that
vast and fertile region which lies between the Ohio and the
Mississippi rivers, now embracing five States and one Terri-
tory. The next of tho serios is the Missouri compromise,
which excluded the South from that large portion ot Louisi-
ana which lies north of 36 30, executing what is included in
the State of Missouri. The last of the series excluded the
South from tho whole of the Oregon Territory. All these, in
the slang of the day, were what are oallod slave territories,
and not free soil ; that is, territories belonging to the slave-holdi- ng

powers and open to the emigration of tho masters
with thoir slaves. By these several acts, the South was

from 1,233,02 square milos, an extent ofcountry con-sidera-

exceeding the entire valley of the Mississippi. To
the South was left the portion of the Territory of Louisiana
lying south of 36 30, and the portion north of it included in
tne btate of Missouri. Tho portion lying south of 36 30, in-
cluding the States of Louisiana and Arkansas, and the terri-
tory lying west of the latter and south of 36 30, called the In-- -
diaa country. These, with the Territory of Florida, now the

, State, makes in the whole, 283,503 square miles. To this
., mnst bo added the territory acquired with Texas. If the

whole should be added to the Southern section, it would make
, an inerease of 325.520, which would make the whole left to

the South, 609,023. But a large part of Texas ia still in con
test between the two sections, which leaves it uncertain what

; will be the real extent of the portion of territory that may
be left to the South.
, I have not included the territory recently acquired by the

1 treaty with Mexico. The North is making the most strenn- -
ous efforts to appropriate the whole to herself, by excluding

i the South from every foot of it. If she should succeed, it will
add to that from which the South has already been excluded,

, 626,073 square miles, and would increase the whole which the
; North has appropriated to herself to 1,764,023, not including

tho portion that she may succeed to in excluding us from in
Texas. To sum up the whole, tho United States, sinoe they

i declared their Independence, have acquired 2,373,046 square
miles of territory, from which the North will have excluded

i the South, if sU ahauld --succeed in monopolising the newly
acquired territorlt s, about thrcerfourthi of the Whole, leaving
to tho South but about one-fourt- ,


